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Tuesday, October 4

7:30 PM

JEREMY RIFKIN

THE THIRD INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION:

How Lateral Power Is Transforming Energy, the Economy, and the World
The price of gasoline is skyrocketing, the cost of food and other goods and services is climbing, the Middle East is in turmoil, and the economic recovery is slowing. Facing the prospect of a second collapse of the global economy, America and the world are in a desperate search for a sustainable economic game plan that can take us into the future.  

Jeremy Rifkin’s new book, THE THIRD INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION explores how Internet technology and renewable energy are merging to create a powerful “Third Industrial Revolution” that will transform the way we work and live in the 21st Century. Rifkin asks us to imagine hundreds of millions of people producing their own green energy in their homes, offices, and factories and sharing it with each other on an “energy internet,” just like we now create and share information online. The democratization of energy will bring with it a fundamental reordering of human relationships, from hierarchical to lateral power, impacting the way we govern society, conduct business, educate our children and engage in civic life.  

While the First and Second Industrial Revolutions were accompanied by national economies and nation state governance, the Third Industrial Revolution scales laterally across continents, creating continental economies and continental political unions.  According to Rifkin, we are beginning the long transition from nationalism to continentalization and from geopolitics to biosphere politics. 

After decades of advising European heads of state, the European Parliament issued a formal declaration calling for the implementation of Rifkin’s Third Industrial Revolution. The five pillar infrastructure plan, which will usher in a new economic era, create thousands of new businesses and millions of new jobs, is now spreading to other nations in Asia, Africa, and the Americas.

The Third Industrial Revolution is an insider’s account of the next great economic paradigm, including a look into the personalities and players — heads of state, global CEOs, social entrepreneurs, and NGOs — who are pioneering its implementation around the world.

Jeremy Rifkin is president of the Foundation on Economic Trends and the author of eighteen bestselling books, including The Hydrogen Economy and The End of Work. He has been a guest on Face the Nation, The Lehrer News Hour, 20/20, Larry King Live, Today, and Good Morning America. The National Journal named Rifkin as one of 150 people in the U.S. that have the most influence in shaping federal government policy.

Tuesday, October 4

7:30 PM

The Booksmith at the Sundance Kabuki Presents

An Evening with JOHN LITHGOW

DRAMA: An Actor’s Education
Winner of five Emmys, two Tonys, two Golden Globes, and a two-time Oscar nominee, John Lithgow is one of the most acclaimed and beloved actors of our time. Equally adept at comedy and drama, stage and screen, the versatile Lithgow is also a noted storyteller, with eight children’s books, including six New York Times bestsellers, on his impressive resume. Now, with DRAMA, which he wryly calls his “first stab at a book that weighs more than three ounces,” Lithgow shares his own story, reflecting on how his childhood and early career shaped his identity and his craft.

 
Lithgow was inspired to write this autobiography during a difficult time, as he nursed his dying father and eased the old man’s final days through storytelling. Arthur Lithgow was an actor, director, producer, and great lover of Shakespeare, who colored John’s unconventional childhood with exuberant theatricality. At its core, DRAMA is a tribute to this most important relationship and influence.   With wit and candor, Lithgow recalls his peripatetic youth, as his close-knit family moved around the country in the wake of Arthur’s theatrical pursuits.  Making the fateful decision to pursue a life as an actor while at Harvard, young John was soon immersed in the theatre worlds of New York and London, collaborating with the likes of Mike Nichols, Bob Fosse, Liv Ullmann, Meryl Streep, and Brian DePalma. He ends the memoir in 1980, at the very moment when he was on the brink of becoming a nationally known star. 

 
“The book has a lot of characteristics of a conventional memoir,” Lithgow explains, “a chronological progression and a fairly thorough record of my early career. But it unfolds as a series of vivid stories, moments in my life that shaped me as an actor and as a person. By choice, I have chosen episodes of my life unconnected with my best known work. Indeed, many of these episodes do not involve acting at all. To me it is far more interesting for a reader to read an actor’s backstage history of struggle, crisis, and discovery, out of the public eye, than a conventional, self-congratulatory rehashing of his ‘big moments.’”

 
Steve Martin calls DRAMA, “A memoir as finely crafted as one of John’s performances.   He tells of transgressions, indiscretions, and tabloid-worthy affairs that my PR people could only have wished for. An exciting and revealing book, and what’s more, it’s about ACTING!”
The Booksmith in association with Berkeley Arts & Letters 
at the Sundance Kabuki Cinemas 

(balcony seating 21+ only; orchestra seating all ages)
1881 Post Street, San Francisco

Tickets $37- 44 (including a copy of Drama which Mr. Lithgow will autograph after his talk) at Brown Paper Tickets online or 800-838-3006

“John Lithgow’s memoir is more than an insider’s view of his craft.  Lithgow likens acting to storytelling, and he’s a wonderful writer. I loved this book.” – John Irving

“This book has all the drama we’ve come to expect from John Lithgow, the alternately dark, tender, romantic, dangerous, deranged actor we find in Drama, which is also a family tale of the richest variety. A great read.” – Mary Karr
Wednesday, October 5

7:30 PM

CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS

CONSTITUTION CAFÉ:

Jefferson’s Brew for a True Revolution

“Engaging and informative…in an era of hyper-partisanship, it’s refreshing to read instances of Americans from all political persuasions holding rational, respectful, and thought-provoking conversations with one another.” —Publishers Weekly
A central feature of modern political life in the United States is public veneration of the Constitution. The Constitution forms the basis of our understanding of the rights of citizens, it is the last argument of politicians across the political spectrum, and it has the moral gravity of secular scripture. This modern reverence makes Thomas Jefferson's opinion of the Constitution all the more shocking: Jefferson, author of the Declaration of Independence and third president of the United States, believed that Americans should get together every twenty years and rewrite the Constitution to meet their current needs. Essentially, every generation of Americans would rip up the Constitution and start again. In CONSTITUTION CAFÉ, bestselling author and scholar Christopher Phillips puts Jefferson's radical idea to the test and asks Americans from all walks of life to create a new Constitution.

For over fifteen years, Christopher Phillips has been facilitating national philosophy discussion groups as part of his Socrates Café project. In these meetings, Americans from Main Street to Wall Street, from across racial and economic barriers, gather together to explore timeless existential problems through reasoned and thoughtful discussions. During one of these meetings, the discussion turned to President Obama's memoir, The Audacity of Hope, and Obama's statement that it's "hard to shake the feeling these days that our democracy has gone seriously awry." Reminded of Jefferson's scheme for keeping America's political life fresh and vibrant, Phillips decided to launch a thought experiment on a national scale. Phillips traveled from Colonial Williamsburg to the Mall of America, from the Burning Man arts and culture festival to Boy Scout troop meetings, and asked everyday Americans to reinvent the Constitution. The results are surprising, and you’re invited to join the discussion of them this evening. 
 Phillips offers a hopeful portrait of a people who, working together, move beyond party lines to understand the challenges modern America faces. The Constitution Café project proves that the political creativity that defined Jefferson's infant democracy is still alive and well in America.

Christopher Phillips is the author of Socrates Café, Six Questions of Socrates, and Socrates in Love. He lives in Williamsburg, Virginia.

Thursday, October 6
7:30 PM

THADDEUS RUSSELL
A RENEGADE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

If Americans throughout history had only sacrificed, worked hard, and tried their best to be “good,” what kind of society would we live in now?  Not a very fun or free one, that’s for sure -- one without jazz or rock-and-roll, legal alcohol, weekends, birth control, Hollywood, women’s rights, gay rights, civil rights, and much more. 

A RENEGADE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES, now in paperback, shows that the lowest orders of society made America the land of the free. Drunkards, laggards, prostitutes, and pirates were the real heroes of the American Revolution. Slaves created a culture that liberated puritan America. Prostitutes, not feminists, pioneered most of the freedoms that women now take for granted. Organized criminals helped establish Hollywood, birth control, Las Vegas, labor unions, legal alcohol, and gay rights. African Americans who rioted in the streets, not peaceful and respectable civil rights protestors, desegregated the South. And zoot-suiters and rock-and-rollers, not generals or the Air Force, brought down the Soviet Union. 

Russell’s incendiary ideas have already made A RENEGADE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES a cult classic. His Huffington Post piece on the backstory of the book, “Why I Got Fired From Teaching American History,” went viral on Facebook and blogs, and the book has received coverage on Fox News, NPR, Reason (which named it one of the best books of 2010), The Daily Beast, Alternet, and more than 50 local and national radio shows. How many others have received accolades from the likes of John Stossel, Alan Brinkley, Margaret Atwood, Thomas Woods, Steven Johnson, Cindy Sheehan, Nick Gillespie, and Susie Bright?
With chapter titles like “The Freedom of Slavery,” “How Gangsters Made America A Better Place,” and “Whores and the Origins of Women’s Liberation,” Russell upends all the standard assumptions about the United States, from its very beginning to the present day.  

A RENEGADE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES’ readers will never see America the same way again.

Thaddeus Russell teaches history and American Studies at Occidental College and has taught at Columbia University, Barnard College, Eugene Lang College, and the New School for Social Research. Born and raised in Berkeley, Russell graduated from Antioch College and received a Ph.D. in history from Columbia University. His first book was Out of the Jungle: Jimmy Hoffa and the Re-Making of the American Working Class. He has written opinion articles for The Daily Beast, Huffington Post, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, Reason, Christian Science Monitor, Salon, and Atlanta Journal-Constitution, as well as scholarly essays in American Quarterly and The Columbia History of Post-World War II America. Russell has also appeared on Fox News, the History Channel, and “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart.”

Sunday, October 9

4:00 – 7:00 PM

GREAT NIGHT IN THE PARK

A Booksmith / Litquake Event!

Great Night Date Night at Buena Vista!

Shakespeare in the park, with a modern literary twist! We'll create the atmosphere - twinkling lights, autumn sky, a string quartet, fantastical characters, and a bird's eye view of the city. You just bring a blanket, your sweetie, and something warm and/or alcoholic to sip! Brought to you free of charge by The Booksmith, Buena Vista Neighborhood Association, San Francisco Recreation & Park Department, SF Parks Alliance, and Litquake.

Inspired by the wonders of Chris Adrian’s The Great Night, itself a contemporary take on Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream, Daniel Handler emcees a late afternoon of rousing reading and performance with Andrew Sean Greer and Chris Adrian.

Chris Adrian is the author of The Great Night, Gob’s Grief, The Children’s Hospital, and A Better Angel. Selected by The New Yorker as one of their “20 Under 40,” he lives in San Francisco, where he is a fellow in pediatric hematology-oncology. Acclaimed as a “gifted, courageous writer” (The New York Times), Chris Adrian brings all his extraordinary talents to bear in The Great Night -- a brilliant and mesmerizing retelling of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” set in Buena Vista Park.
Andrew Sean Greer is the author of A Story of Marriage, The Path of Minor Planets, How it Was for Me and the national bestseller The Confessions of Max Tivoli.  His stories have appeared in The New Yorker, Esquire, and The Paris Review.   He has been the recipient of an NEA Fellowship, a California Book Award, and a New York Public Library Young Lions Award.  He lives in San Francisco – not far from The Booksmith.
Daniel Handler (emcee) is the author of four books under his own name, including the forthcoming Why We Broke Up, and far too many as Lemony Snicket.  He lives closer to the Booksmith than Mr. Greer.
Fairy-inspired merriment provided by Booksmith’s Literary Clown Foolery troupe and a dreamy string quartet to set the mood. 

Brought to you free of charge by The Booksmith, Buena Vista Neighborhood Association, San Francisco Recreation & Park Department, SF Parks Alliance, and Litquake


Where: The Buena Vista Park Summit 
When: Sunday, October 9, 4:00 -7:00 PM 

Please note: This is a party en plein air; layered clothing and warm coats suggested.  

This is not your usual literary event.  Signed books will be available for sale at Booksmith but not at the actual event.  We look forward to a Great Night!
Tuesday, October 11

7:30 PM

Chuck Klosterman

The Visible Man

Where: The Booksmith (1644 Haight Street, San Francisco)

When: Tuesday, October 11, 7:30 PM

Please note: seats may be reserved by purchasing a copy of The Visible Man in advance from The Booksmith
Presented by The Booksmith and Litquake

Already well-known for his music coverage, sports writing, and cultural commentary, Chuck Klosterman published his first novel Downtown Owl in 2008. It was immediately hailed as “thoroughly engaging” by the Washington Post and “a minor masterpiece” by the Boston Globe. And so it is with great excitement that we welcome him with his second foray into fiction, THE VISIBLE MAN, which makes clear that Klosterman’s literary ambitions and abilities have only widened in the past three years.

 

Victoria Vick is a therapist living in Austin, Texas when her life is upended by a mysterious new patient. Over the course of several introductory phone calls, he reveals himself slowly and cryptically. She becomes convinced that he is suffering from a complex set of delusions: Y___ (as Vick refers to him throughout the book) claims he is a scientist who was instrumental in the government’s creation of a “cloaking” technology with which he can render himself invisible—and he does, regularly. According to Y___, his practice is to enter the homes of strangers, unseen and unsensed, and watch them leading their lives. The more ordinary, the better. He wants to know what people do when they are alone. Y___’s stories captivate Victoria, and her obsession with this extraordinary, transgressive patient begins to threaten her career, her marriage, and her well-being.

 

Told in a series of notes, correspondence, and session transcriptions, THE VISIBLE MAN catalogs a relationship that moves from uncertainty to curiosity to concern (and ultimately to fear). Klosterman asks readers to consider the nature of solitude, and what it is we do when we’re alone— or at least during those moments when we believe we’re alone. As with his previous works, he tackles larger issues at every turn: our interaction with pop culture, the influence of media, the human implications of science and technology, and interior issues of voyeurism, normalcy, and reality. In every respect, THE VISIBLE MAN is a modern novel with a point-of-view that simultaneously embraces and rejects the modern world.

 

Chuck Klosterman is the New York Times bestselling author of seven books, including Sex, Drugs, and Cocoa Puffs; Downtown Owl; and Eating the Dinosaur. His debut book, Fargo Rock City, was winner of the ASCAP-Deems Taylor Award. He has written for GQ, Esquire, The New York Times Magazine, Spin, The Washington Post, The Guardian, The Believer, and ESPN, and regularly writes about sports and popular culture for Grantland.com.

Wednesday, October 12

7:30 PM

MARY ROACH

PACKING FOR MARS:

The Curious Science of Life in the Void

Where: The Booksmith (1644 Haight Street, San Francisco)

When:  Wednesday, October 12, 7:30 PM

Please note: seats may be reserved by purchasing a copy of Packing for Mars in advance from The Booksmith
Presented by One City One Book: San Francisco Reads, The Booksmith, and Litquake

Space is a world devoid of the things we need to live and thrive: air, gravity, hot showers, fresh produce, privacy, beer. How much can a person give up? How much weirdness can they take? What happens to you when you can't walk for a year? What happens if you vomit in your helmet during a space walk? Is it possible for the human body to survive a bailout at 4,000 miles per hour? To answer these questions, space agencies set up all manner of quizzical and startlingly bizarre space simulations -- making it possible to preview space without ever leaving Earth. From the space shuttle training toilet to a crash test of NASA's new space capsule (cadaver filling in for astronaut), Packing for Mars takes us on a surreally entertaining trip into the science of life in space and space on Earth. Bring your curiosity and questions!

Mary Roach is the author of the bestselling books Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers, Spook: Science Tackles the Afterlife, and Bonk: The Curious Coupling of Science and Sex. She lives in Oakland.

One City One Book: San Francisco Reads is supported by Friends of the San Francisco Public Library and the Bay Area Science Festival (a 10 day, community-wide celebration of science that will take place 10/29 -11/6, featuring lectures, debates, hands-on activities, special exhibitions and a variety of other informal science education experiences for Bay Area residents of all ages.)
Monday, October 17

7:30 PM

JON REINER

THE MAN WHO COULDN’T EAT

There are a few essential things that make us human. 

Take away sex and you fill a man with desire. 

Take away breath and a man suffocates. 

Take away food and things start to get serious.
In THE MAN WHO COULDN’T EAT, Jon Reiner – a James Beard Foundation Award-winning writer – chronicles his three-month struggle to live without food.  

On February 13, 2009, Reiner had just returned home with the week’s groceries – a task he enjoyed as part of his role as stay-at-home dad – when a near-fatal complication from his chronic battle with Crohn’s disease left him writhing in pain on the floor and in desperate need of medical attention.  After emergency surgery, Reiner was “sentenced” to TPN (Total Parenteral Nutrition): an exclusively intravenous means of receiving nourishment.  As Reiner writes, “NPO is an abbreviation for the Latin phrase nil per os, which translates roughly to ‘nothing by mouth.’  For a hospital patient, an NPO order is a condemnation.  It translates more personally to: ‘starving on an intravenous drip while your roommate groans over the vulcanized chicken, limp penne, and lumpy custard on his tray.”

I'm a glutton in a greyhound's body, a walking contradiction, in the grip of the one thing I can't have—food."

Food is not just sustenance. It is memories, a lobster roll on the beach in Maine; heritage, hot pastrami club with a half-sour pickle; guilty pleasures, a chocolate rum-soaked Bundt cake; identity, vegetarian or carnivore. Food is the sensuality of a ripe strawberry or a pork chop sizzling on the grill. But what if the very thing that keeps you alive, that bonds us together and marks occasions in our lives, became a toxic substance, an inflammatory invader? In this beautifully written memoir, both gut-wrenching and inspiring, Jon Reiner explores our complex and often contradictory relationship with food as he tells the story of his agonizing battle with Crohn's disease—and the extraordinary places his hunger and obsession with food took him.


The Man Who Couldn't Eat is an unvarnished account of a marriage in crisis, children faced with grown-up fears, a man at a life-and-death crossroads sifting through his past and his present. And it shows us a tough, courageous climb out of despair and hopelessness. Aided by the loving kindness of family, friends, and strangers and by a new approach to food, Reiner began a process of healing in body and mind. Most of all, he chose life—and a renewed appetite, any way he could manage it, for the things that truly matter most.

"I have spent years of my life obsessing about my weight, feeling guilt over every mouthful. Jon Reiner's magnificent and devastating memoir, The Man Who Couldn't Eat, accomplished the impossible. It made me shut up and enjoy my food." -- Ayelet Waldman, author of Red Hook Road

Jon Reiner won the 2010 James Beard Foundation Award for Magazine Feature Writing with Recipes for the collaborative Esquire article "How Men Eat." His memoir is based on an acclaimed article of the same name that he wrote for Esquire in 2009. He lives in New York City with his wife and two children.

Thursday, October 20

7:30 PM

ISMET PRCIC

SHARDS

“Ismet Prcic has taken apart the complexities of war, love, family, and home and scattered them across a novel that is as heartbreaking as it is beautiful. SHARDS is an original work of art, brutal and honest, and absolutely unforgettable.” —Dinaw Mengestu, author of How to Read the Air
Ismet Prcic’s debut novel, SHARDS, is a harrowing war story, a stunningly inventive coming-of-age tale, and a heartbreaking saga of a splintered family.

In SHARDS, a young Bosnian, also named Ismet Prcic, has fled his war-torn homeland and is now struggling to reconcile his past with his present life in California. He is advised that in order to move forward, he must write everything down. The result is a great rattlebag of memories, confessions, and fictions: sweetly humorous recollections of Ismet’s childhood in Tuzla appear alongside anguished letters to his mother about the challenges of life in this new world. As Ismet’s foothold in the present falls away, his writings are further complicated by stories from the point of view of another young man—real or imagined—named Mustafa, who joined a troop of elite soldiers and stayed in Bosnia. When Mustafa’s story begins to overshadow Ismet’s new-world identity, the reader is charged with piecing together the fragments of a life that has become eerily unrecognizable, even to the one living it.

SHARDS grew out of Ismet Prcic’s own experience of leaving his family behind in war-torn Bosnia. Just as Prcic was about to be drafted into the Bosnian army, his theater troupe was invited to perform at the Fringe Festival in Scotland. While in Scotland, he and a few other members of the troupe simply “disappeared.” Prcic ended up in Croatia, where he eventually secured papers to come to the United States as a refugee. He found his way to Los Angeles, where he stayed with an uncle until going off on his own, enrolling in junior college and eventually earning degrees at UC San Diego and UC Irvine. He currently lives in Portland, Oregon.

Over the years, while he mastered a new language, Ismet would tell his eventful life story over and over again, all while struggling to reconcile his new American identity with his past, haunted by what he might have become had he stayed in Bosnia. As he began to write, fact melded with fiction. The result is a masterful work of art and imagination that marks the debut of a gloriously gifted and original writer. And a highly recommended book to read.
THE BOOKSMITH and AMOEBA MUSIC PRESENT

100% PURE OZZY


Saturday, October 22

3:00 PM 
BOOKSIGNING

OZZY OSBOURNE

TRUST ME, I’M DR. OZZY

Advice from Rock's Ultimate Survivor
Based on his ongoing, hilarious Rolling Stone column, TRUST ME, I'M DR. OZZY finds the Prince of Darkness embracing his status as a medical marvel to tell incredible stories not found in his memoir (I Am Ozzy), offer advice that no human should follow, and shed light on his seemingly superhuman ability to stay alive.

Wondering if science could perhaps explain how he survived his 40-year avalanche of drugs and alcohol, Ozzy Osbourne decided to have his DNA mapped in 2010. The results were conclusive:  Ozzy is literally a genetic mutant. The “Full Ozzy Genome” contained variants that scientists had never before encountered. In fact, the findings made headlines around the world and even led to Ozzy hosting a prestigious TED conference. This was the genesis of the columns Ozzy has since been writing for Rolling Stone in the US and The Sunday Times in the UK. Through reader-submitted medical and lifestyle questions, Ozzy digs deep into his murky past, searching for pearls of “wisdom.” 

TRUST ME, I'M DR. OZZY includes some of the best material from the columns as well as longer memoir-style survival stories that Ozzy has remembered since writing I Am Ozzy, his answers to celebrities’ medical questions, charts and sidebars, and much more.  Part humor, part memoir, and part bad advice, the best way to describe this book is 100% pure Ozzy. 

· No memorabilia will be signed; NO exceptions.
· Candid snapshots from the line only; NO exceptions.
· Books must be purchased from The Booksmith in order to be signed; no exceptions. Trust Me, I’m Dr. Ozzy will be available in the store beginning October 11; you may place an advance order in person, by phone, email (orders@booksmith.com), or online prior to that date. Selected albums will be available, courtesy of Amoeba Music, at the event and may be purchased for signing as well. No previously purchased music will be autographed.
This is a booksigning event; Mr. Osbourne will not be giving a talk.

Monday, October 24

7:30 PM

JOSHUA MOHR

DAMASCUS

After being refused by every reputable gallery in town, artist Sylvia Suture has conned her way into an exhibit in a dive bar in the Mission called Damascus. “For years the place’s floor, walls, and ceiling had been painted entirely black, but that afternoon the owner added a new element, smashing twenty mirrors and gluing the shards to the ceiling so the pieces shimmered like stars, transforming Damascus into a planetarium for drunkards, dejected men and women stargazing from barstools.”
Sylvia nails live fish upon portraits of deceased soldiers as a political statement against the Iraq War. In the polarized climate of 2003, her action serves as a rallying cry for locals in the anti-war movement, and a line in the sand that should never be crossed for the supporters of the cause…

Mohr has been said to possess a “generous understanding of his charters,” and in Damascus he has crafted some of his most memorable: No Eyebrows, who has come to the Mission to die anonymously; Owen, who wears a Santa suit fulltime to mask the most unfortunate birthmark imaginable; Byron Settles, an ex-marine who had the shortest tour in Iraq; and Shambles, the patron saint of the handjob, seeking, according to her ex-husband, “a variety of ordinariness.” 

Damascus, refuge for society’s outcasts, becomes the place where fear and confusion must be confronted.

Joshua Mohr is the author of the bestselling novel Some Things That Meant the World to Me, and Termite Parade, a New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice. He teaches creative writing at The Writing Salon and at USF. We’re delighted to welcome him back to The Booksmith. 
Tuesday, October 25

7:30 PM

LAWRENCE LESSIG

REPUBLIC, LOST:
How Money Corrupts Congress – and a Plan to Stop It

Harvard Law School professor Lawrence Lessig investigates the most vexing problem in American democracy: how money corrupts our nation’s politics, and the critical campaign to stop it. 

In an era of ballooning corporate campaign expenditures, unleashed by the Supreme Curt in Citizens United, trust in our government is at an all new low. More than ever before, Americans believe that money buys results in Congress and that our Republic has been lost.

Using examples that resonate as powerfully on the Right as on the Left, REPUBLIC, LOST not only makes clear how the economy of influence defeats the will of the people, but offers cogent strategies to correct our course from a constitutional convention to a Regent Presidency.

A onetime friend of Barack Obama, Lessig is as critical of the president and the Democratic Party as he is of Republicans. Both have allowed the core institution of our democracy to become little more than a shill for the most powerful moneyed interests in our Republic.

America may be divided, argues Lessig, but we must recognize that corruption is our common enemy, and we must find a way to fight against it. 

Lawrence Lessig is the Director of the Edmond J. Safra Foundation Center for Ethics at Harvard University, and a Professor of Law at Harvard Law School. Prior to returning to Harvard, Lessig was a Professor of Law at Stanford Law School (where he was founder of Stanford's Center for Internet and Society), Harvard Law School (1997-2000), and the University of Chicago Law School. Lessig clerked for Judge Richard Posner on the 7th Circuit Court of Appeals and Justice Antonin Scalia on the United States Supreme Court.

He is the author of five books on the law and technology, including Remix, Code v2, Free Culture, The Future of Ideas and Code and Other Laws of Cyberspace, and is a founding board member of Creative Commons, a board member of the Software Freedom Law Center, an advisory board member of the Sunlight Foundation and a former board member of the Electronic Frontier Foundation. 

If you’re unable to attend Lessig’s talk this evening, please note that we’ll be hosting him, along with Berkeley Arts & Letters, the following evening in Berkeley. Details; tickets. 
Wednesday, October 26

7:30 PM

YIYUN LI

GOLD BOY, EMERALD GIRL

In these spellbinding stories, Yiyun Li, a Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award winner, a MacArthur Fellow, and one of The New Yorker’s top 20 fiction writers under 40, gives us exquisite stories in which politics and folklore magnificently illuminate the human condition. A professor introduces her middle-aged son to a favorite student, unaware of the student’s true affections. A lifelong bachelor finds kinship with a man wrongly accused of an indiscretion. Six women establish a private investigating agency to battle extramarital affairs in Beijing. Written in lyrical prose and with stunning honesty, Gold Boy, Emerald Girl, now in paperback, introduces us to worlds strange and familiar, creating a mesmerizing and vibrant landscape of life.
“A literary voice that brings to mind Nabokov’s description of Chekhov’s narrative style: ‘The story is told in the most natural way possible…the way one person relates to another the most important things in his life, slowly and yet without a break, in a slightly subdued voice.’ As in reading Chekhov, one is struck by how profoundly important the lives or ordinary people are made to seem, and by what a sizable chunk of existence – an entire life or several lives – has been compressed into a few pages….[Yiyun Li] succeeds in making the details of a very particular (and very sharply drawn) time and place express something broader and more universal….[Li’s stories] have the power to create hushed intervals that resonate with emotion….Gold Boy, Emerald Girl is an example of the treasure an artist can fashion from the raw materials of ordinary existence.”
-- Francine Prose, The New York Times Book Review, Editor’s Choice
 
“Li's collection well deserves a celebration with its sophistication and honesty, which often derive from a deep understanding of the history, culture and politics of China, and of their impact on ordinary people. . . . Yes, sorrows may arise during times of reflection, but it's impossible not to fall in love with the privacy and tranquility of the time and place.”
-- San Francisco Chronicle Book Review, Cover Review

Yiyun Li is the author of A Thousand Years of Good Prayers and The Vagrants. A native of Beijing and a graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, she is the recipient of the Frank O’Connor International Short Story Award, the Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award, the Whiting Writers’ Award, the Guardian First Book Award, and, most recently, a Macarthur Foundation fellowship.. In 2007, Granta named her one of the best American novelists under thirty-five. Her work has appeared in The New Yorker, A Public Space, The Best American Short Stories, and The O. Henry Prize Stories, among others. She teaches writing at the UC Davis, and lives in Oakland, with her husband and their two sons.

Thursday, October 27
7:30 PM

CARRIE WHITE

UPPER CUT

Highlights of My Hollywood Life
I was living a hairdresser's dream. I was making my mark in this all-male field. My appointment book was filled with more and more celebrities. And I was becoming competition for my heroes . . .

Behind the scenes of every Hollywood photo shoot, TV appearance, and party in the '60s, '70s, and '80s, there was Carrie White. As the "First Lady of Hairdressing," Carrie collaborated with Richard Avedon on shoots for Vogue, partied with Jim Morrison, styled Sharon Tate's hair before her wedding to Roman Polanski, and got high with Jimi Hendrix. She has counted Jennifer Jones, Betsy Bloomingdale, Elizabeth Taylor, Goldie Hawn, and Camille Cosby among her favorite clients. 
But behind the glamorous facade, Carrie's world was in perpetual disarray and always had been. After her father abandoned the family when she was still a child, she was sexually abused by her domineering stepfather, and her alcoholic mother was unstable and unreliable. Carrie was sipping cocktails before her tenth birthday, and had had five children and three husbands before her twenty-eighth. She fueled the frenetic pace of her professional life with a steady diet of champagne and vodka, diet pills, cocaine, and heroin, until she eventually lost her home, her car, her career—and nearly her children. But she battled her way back, getting sober, rebuilding her relationships and her reputation as a hairdresser, and today, the name Carrie White is once again on the door of one of Beverly Hills's most respected salons. An unflinching portrayal of addiction and recovery, Upper Cut proves that even in Hollywood, sometimes you have to fight for a happy ending.

"As one of Hollywood's most sought after hairstylists, White tells a rollercoaster of hair, celebrities and surviving life in the fast lane…White's voice is captivating...and her story is an inspiring one, spiked with Hollywood gossip."  --  Publishers Weekly

Carrie White was born and raised in Southern California. With a career has spanned more than forty-five years, her work has appeared not only in film but in Vogue, Harper’s Bazaar, In Style, Allure, Vanity Fair, Ladies Home Journal, Mademoiselle, and Glamour. The mother of vie, Carrie owns and operates Carrie White Hair in Beverly Hills. 
